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Newscast

	 	

Time	Frame:	

One-two weeks

Materials	Needed:

• Access to current printed or on-line news (see website below)

• Videotaped news broadcasts from the target culture

• TV and VCR

• Videotaping equipment

• Rubric for assessing newscasts (provided)

Description	of	task:

This activity has at least six stages—viewing, investigating. writing, 
rehearsing, performing, and presenting.  It involves the creation of a 
newscast in the target language.

Preparation (previewing):

As a homework assignment, students are asked to view national TV 
newscasts (different individuals or small groups should be assigned to 
watch the national news on different channels) for one week.  As they 
are watching the news, they are to keep track of the order of events 
(e.g., national news, international news, sports, entertainment, weather, 
human interest or feature stories, commercial interruptions, etc.) and the 
approximate amount of time spent on each.  They should also focus on 
the point of view that is emphasized during the reporting of news events.  
What is the tone/style of reporting?  How do the reporters engage the 
viewing audience?  [A full week of viewing is suggested so that students 
can gather a representative overview of newscasts and derive a general 
sense; however, students may also be assigned to view just one newscast as 
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a homework assignment the night before the activity is to begin or to view at 
least two during a weekend prior to the beginning of the activity.]
At the beginning of the following week, students report the information they 
gathered for the homework assignment.  The information is recorded by the 
teacher on an overhead transparency or on butcher paper and displayed in 
the classroom.  They should discuss the implications—for example, why is 
international news given limited attention?  What does this suggest about 
U.S. culture?  Essentially, this exercise encourages students to bring to 
consciousness their perceptions of “self” (i.e., U.S. culture) with respect to 
the topic of news reporting (Kramsch, 1993).

Viewing:

The teacher shows a videotaped national newscast from the target culture 
(ideally, the newscast should be as current as possible; the closer it is in 
terms of time frame to the U.S. newscasts the students viewed, the better).  
Students are to view the newscast, taking note of the types and order of 
events, the approximate amount of time spent on each, and the point of 
view emphasized during reporting.  In other words, the same types of issues 
they focused on while viewing the U.S. newscasts are now emphasized 
during the viewing of the target culture newscast.  It will be necessary 
for students to view the newscast a number of times.  After viewing, the 
students discuss the information in the newscast and compare it with the 
information they gathered about the U.S. newscasts.  A chart of similarities 
and differences between the two should be generated.

A final viewing of the video should provide students with an opportunity 
to focus on language issues:  what vocabulary and structures are needed 
to report events succinctly?  what are the common verb tenses used?  Lists 
of terms that groups are likely to use to develop the newscasts should be 
created and displayed in the classroom.  The teacher can provide a review of 
the grammatical structures as needed.

Investigating:

Students are assigned to groups of 4-6 students.  Each group is expected to 
write, rehearse, and perform a 10-minute newscast in the target language.  
They are to record their performance on video and the videos will be shown 
to the class as well as to other classes having lower proficiency levels.  The 
newscasts must:

• include reports of a minimum of 3 major news events (at least one 
international and one national)

• include a weather report
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• include a sports report

• include at least one special interest/feature story or entertainment piece

• include props/photos/images to support the stories

• reflect a target culture perspective

• allow for each group member to have a speaking role

In order to create their newscasts, students are to research print (actual 
magazines and newspapers as well as on-line sources) and television or 
radio media (cable channels, satellite channels, BBC radio broadcasts, world 
news on NPR, etc.).  Students select events that should be of interest to 
the target culture audience.  They may use information that is provided in 
English, but will need to summarize that information in the target language 
when writing the script for the newscast.

Writing the script:

After having selected the stories they will report, the groups write scripts 
for newscasts.  The groups need to summarize the information they have 
gathered into succinct news reports.  The class and/or teams may work 
together to edit the scripts.  During this stage, it may be necessary for 
students to view the target culture newscast again to ensure that their 
newscasts are comparable in terms of content, tone, language, and point of 
view.

Rehearsing:

Students should rehearse their newscasts.  They should focus on providing 
smooth, fluent presentations with few hesitations.  They should also focus 
on pronunciation, fluency, and good eye contact.  The rubric that will be 
used to assess the newscasts should be distributed to students so that they 
understand the expectations.

Performing:

The groups videotape their rehearsed newscasts.  They should also create 
a series of at least 5 questions about the content of their newscast.  These 
questions will be distributed to the “audiences” who will view their 
newscast.  The questions should be written in the target language but may 
also be written in English for audiences having lower proficiency levels.
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Presenting:

The groups present their videotapes to several “audiences”—the rest of 
their class and to other classes in the school.  During the presentations, the 
audiences are to respond to the questions that each group prepared.

assessment:	

Informal assessment of students’ understanding of the newscasts can be 
done during class discussions.  Group interaction and participation should 
be monitored by the teacher as the groups work together to create their 
newscasts.  A multitrait rubric can be used to assess the presentations 
(provided).  Because the presentations are videotaped, the teacher will be 
able to take time to view the videotapes and do a careful assessment with 
the rubric.  The teacher can assess the audience’s comprehension of the 
newscasts by collecting their responses to the questions created by the 
groups.

extensions:	

 Suggestions for adapting the task for various levels:

For beginning levels:  

• Students can view U.S. and target culture newscasts and compare them 
with discussions occurring in English.

• Just one segment of the newscast can be emphasized (e.g., the weather 
forecast).

• One newscast can be created by the whole class; small groups can be 
assigned to work on specific segments (e.g., weather).

For advanced levels:  Longer and more sophisticated newscasts can be 
assigned.

Other extensions:

• The same type of activity can be done with different types of programs 
(e.g., talk shows, entertainment shows, newsmagazines, game shows, 
etc.).
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reflections:
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