Part II – Become an Expert: Students will identify distinguishing characteristics of a US region that is assigned to them.

Purpose: The following four lessons introduce students to identifying characteristics specific to the region they have been assigned to research.  There is a group rubric for students to fill out after these activities.

Part II, lesson 1: Les généralités (Faisons de la recherche!)

To view information pages, go to: http://www.edina.k12.mn.us/normandale/clrooms/4/regions/ 

Objectives:

Content:


Students will be able to:

· list three interesting facts about the region they have been assigned to study.
Content Obligatory Language Structures:

Students will:

· use “En + feminine states and regions” and “dans le/dans l’ + masculine states and regions” to express interesting factual information about the region they have researched.

· use beginning and end punctuation to write accurate sentences about the region they are studying.

· use “être” + adjectives to describe landscape, monuments and people in the region they are studying.

· use “il y a” + noun to describe landscape, monuments and people in the region they are studying.

· use “avoir” and “être” in the past tense to describe three interesting facts about the region they have researched.

Content Compatible Language Structures:

Students will:

· use “se trouver + au nord de, à l’ouest de, au sud de, and à l’est de”  to indicate in which part of the United States their region of study is found.

Learning Strategies / Skills Development / Social:
Students will:

· Navigate a website (follow links, use pop-up screens, use "back" button)

· Use picture clues and context to determine meaning 

· Demonstrate map-reading skills

· Cooperate when working with a partner or small group

· Ask questions of and clarify for partner, as needed 

· Develop sentence writing skills (punctuation, spelling, content)

· Cite sources of information in age-appropriate manner

· Access activities and information on a CD-Rom

Time Frame: 30 minutes at a computer, 15 minutes at desks for each section (computer, CD-Rom, video).
Materials Needed:

Student Handouts
· 2-3 copies of Notes: Trois faits intéressants for each student

· Resource Page for each student: Discuter d’un texte (aide2a)  

· Resource Page for each student: Discuter du CD-Rom (aide2b) 

· Resource Page for each student: Discuter de la vidéo au passé composé (aide2cUpdated group folder (contains all handouts and references thus far)

Teacher/Classroom Materials

· Computers with Internet access 

· Teacher-created web site 

· CD-Rom (French) Atlas du Monde, The Software Toolworks version 4.

· Videos.  (English).  Cited below.

· "Word wall" for new vocabulary (chosen as needed from glossary)

· Dictionaries, verb conjugation aids
Description of Tasks:

· Into
The teacher will introduce students to the web pages that have been created for them to use as a research base. Each regional highlight will include information about: geography (location, major land formations), climate (special purpose maps), economy (natural resources), and culture (leisure activities, photos).  

· Through
Students will learn about one of seven US regions through a series of activities: navigating the webpages previously presented, viewing a Cd-ROM, and watching a video.  They will individually cite and note information they find interesting on the first part (ma source; un brouillon) of the handout:Trois faits intéressants. 

· Each family will have at least one session at the computer to view pages, make notations, and discuss findings.  Each family will also be accorded time to view the video that highlights their region on study.  It will probably be necessary to have some groups working in the classroom and others in the computer lab with an assistant for this section of the unit.  Students with Internet service will also be able to access the information from home. 

· Beyond
In families, students will decide which three bits of information are the most interesting or important to accurately describe the region they have studied.  Together, they will construct grammatically accurate sentences to portray this information on the bottom of the handout:Trois faits intéressants.  Students will be encouraged to make use of classroom resources (dictionaries, verb charts, word walls, text, etc.) to ensure accuracy.  The teacher and assistant will circulate from group to group to help students organize their ideas and attain their goals.
Assessment

· Group worksheet(s): Trois faits intéressants (each group will need up to 3 worksheets for this activity: one worksheet for the website information, one for the CD-Rom information, and one for the video information).
References and Resources:

Videocassettes:

· The Middle West Region: People and Heritage.  Videocassette.  100% Educational Videos, Inc., 2001.

· The Northeast Region: People and Heritage.  Videocassette.  100% Educational Videos, Inc., 2001.

· The Southeast Region: People and Heritage.  Videocassette.  100% Educational Videos, Inc., 2001. 

· The Southwest Region: People and Heritage.  Videocassette.  100% Educational Videos, Inc., 2001.

· The West Region: People and Heritage.  Videocassette.  100% Educational Videos, Inc., 2001.
CD-Roms

· Atlas du Monde, The Software Toolworks version 4.

Part II, lesson 2: Le Climat
Objectives:

Content:


Students will:

· show understanding of weather differences across the United States

· demonstrate understanding of the climate [le climat] of their assigned region

· demonstrate understanding of the annual rainfall of their assigned region

Content Obligatory Language Structures:

Students will: 

· use the present tense of faire [to do/make], comparative words like plus que, moins que, autant que, aussi que and weather terms like chaud [hot] and froid [cold] to discuss weather trends across the USA.

· use the present tense of faire and il y a  to designate type of climate found in a specified region with expressions like il fait froid, il fait chaud, il y a du soleil
· use the present tense of neiger [to snow] and pleuvoir [to rain] as necessary to designate type of climate found in a specified region.

· use the present tense of être to name average temperatures in capital cities from a specified region using the expression La température moyenne est de…[the average temperature is …] 

· use interrogative formation to inquire about average temperatures in states of a specified region with the expressions “Quel temps fait-il dans + name of state?” and “Il fait…”

Content Compatible Language Structures:

Students will:

· use Au mois de + month and il fait ___ degrés to indicate monthly average temperatures in specific cities or months.

· use Il tombe _____ inches de pluie to specify yearly rainfall average in region of study.

· use the verb devoir + infinitive and parce que to indicate what activities people of various regions probably engage in and why (ex: En Floride, les gens doivent beaucoup nager parce qu’il fait chaud et parce qu’ils sont près de l’océan).

· use À mon avis [in my opinion] and Je pense que [I think that] to share opinions about why weather varies depending on geographic location.

Learning Strategies/Skills Development/Social:
Students will:

· use picture clues and context to determine meaning 

· demonstrate map-reading skills

· cooperate when working with a partner or small group

· ask questions of and clarify for partner, as needed 

· use an interactive map-making tool

· save a document on a computer

· print a document from a computer

· cite sources of information in age-appropriate manner

Time Frame: 1 hour in computer lab (45 minutes for “into” and “through”; 1 hour for “beyond”). 
Materials Needed:

Student Handouts
· Worksheet for each group: Notes: le climat (climatnotes) 

· Resource Page for each student: S’exprimer en bon français: parlons du climat (climatvocab)
· Updated group folder (contains all handouts and references thus far)

Teacher/Classroom Materials

· Computers with Internet access and linked to a printer

· Teacher-created web site 

· Resource PowerPoint: Parler du temps (parlerdutemps.ppt)
· "Word wall" for new vocabulary (chosen as needed from glossary)

· Dictionaries, verb conjugation aids
Description of Tasks:

· Into
In the computer lab, the teacher will show the class a current weather map of the entire United States (http://fr.weather.com/maps/).  Students will be introduced to vocabulary (see handout: Parlons du Climat! [climatvocab[)  necessary to properly discuss climate information represented on the screen. In family groups, students will use an interactive weather map (http://membres.lycos.fr/grospatapouf/meteo/meteo.html) to recreate the climate map using appropriate weather symbols to represent the climate across the USA. 
*Introduce climatvocab at this time to help your students chose appropriate vocabulary when discussing climate.  If your students are having difficulty discussing weather, you can have them practice weather expressions with the teacher-created PowerPoint presentation.  I had my students practice during small group skills rotations one day.

· Through

Family groups will be split up and matched with members of other families.  Students will share their maps with one another, describing the climate and comparing and contrasting their maps.  Students will be required to discuss the following ideas: 
· Are weather trends the same across the United States?  
· Why do you think the climate can be different depending on where you are in our country?  
· How do you think the weather affects the lifestyles of people that live there?
· Beyond
 (This part could be done in classroom, with families cycling through the computer station in intervals to do their research).
I. Family groups will get back together to research the climate specific to their assigned region.  Using the month the teacher has specified (the month the unit is being taught, for example), families will create a weather symbol map showing general climate trends in each state found in their assigned region (http://membres.lycos.fr/grospatapouf/meteo/meteo.html).

II. Family groups will work together to research the climate information specific to the capital of each state in their region (http://www.worldclimate.com/index.htm).  Students will note the following information on their handout “Le Climat”:
· average temperature in the hottest month

· average temperature in the coldest month

· yearly rainfall
Assessment

· Group worksheet: Le climat (climatnotes)
Part II, lesson 3: La Culture et la Géographie 
Objectives:

Content:


Students will:

· identify three areas characteristic to the region they are studying.
· draw conclusions from visual representations of their assigned regions.

Content Obligatory Language Structures:

Students will:

· use the conditional verb tense of visiter [to visit], aimer [to like], aller [to go], and participer [to participate] to describe three places they would like to visit in a specified region

· use the conditional verb tense + infinitive to express intentions (example: J’aimerais aller [I would like to go...]).

· use d’abord [first], ensuite [then], enfin [lastly], finalement [finally] to show order places they will visit in a specified region

· use prepositions of location like près de, loin de, à côté de [near, far from, next to] to describe geographic location of places within a specified region. 

· use present tense of avoir [to have], être [to be], and se trouver [to be located] to describe geographic location of places within a specified region.

Content Compatible Language Structures:

Students will:

· use the present these of être + accurately matched adjectives like grand, petit, long, court [big, small, long, short] to briefly describe the places they would like to visit.

· form questions with où [where] and pourquoi [why] if in need of clarification or negotiation with group members.

Learning Strategies/Skills Development/Social:
Students will:

· navigate a website (follow links, use pop-up screens, use "back" button)

· use picture clues and context to determine meaning 

· demonstrate map-reading skills

· cooperate when working with a partner or small group

· ask questions of and clarify for partner, as needed 

· import pictures from the internet

Time Frame: 45 minutes to view postcards (varies depending on number of postcards received), + 45 minutes for creation of collage, + 1 hour to write description, draw on computer, and find images.  2 hours to plan trip, create KidPix map, and find pictures of locations to be visited. 1 hour with small groups at computers to put information into PowerPoint presentation (small groups allow for on-the-spot editing of text).
Materials Needed:

Student Handouts
· Resource page for each group: Partons en voyage! (voyagefeuille) 
· Resource page for each student: S’exprimer en bon français: Décrire une carte postale (aide2d) 

· Updated group folder (contains all handouts and references thus far)

Teacher/Classroom Materials

· Postcards and/or pictures of regions brought in by students 

· Butcher paper, markers, glue for making a collage

· Computers with Internet access and linked to a printer

· Teacher-created web site 

· KidPix
· PowerPoint
· "Word wall" for new vocabulary (chosen as needed from glossary)

· Dictionaries, verb conjugation aids
Description of Tasks:

· Into
The entire class will gather and postcards that have been collected will be distributed.  Students will one by one share the postcard(s) they have received with help from the following guide:

Voici ___________________.  

Cette carte montre _______________.  

Dans _________________, il y a _______________________.  

Cet état fait partie de la région __________________ des États-Unis.
Postcards will be categorized and placed in piles according to region as they are shared.  Next, groups will make an oversized collage (use butcher paper, matching the color of the region on the student-created wall map if possible) for their region with their pictures.  Each collage will include a large title (region name), pictures, and captions in accurate French.  The collages will be posted around the room.

· Through
Students will use ideas from the collage as well as books and maps to plan a brief trip through their region.  My kids made a list of where they wanted to go on their trip, then divided tasks to complete the following tasks in a timely manner.  
I. Using KidPix, students will create a special purpose map of the region, marking the three places (cities, land formations, monuments, etc.) they have decided to visit.  This map will be saved on disk in the group folder until further notice.

II. Students will complete a worksheet (Partons en Voyage!) describing their trip: where they will go, where it is located, what they plan to do there. Students should be encouraged to choose visits based on cultural and/or geographical interest.  

III. Students will search the Internet for a picture of each place they will visit.  The pictures, along with their copyright information, will be saved in the group folder on the computer.
· Beyond
This worksheet, as well as the map created in KidPix, will become part of the group’s final présentation multimédia, and will be shared with the entire class at the end of the unit.  This section of the presentation will look like this: intro slide; one slide per destination; 1 slide for bibliography.  Many of my students added slides between the slides for each visited area.  They outlined travel plans on these additional slides.  I had each group gather information (pictures and citations, write descriptions, create map in KidPix etc.) for the PowerPoint presentation, but did not have them actually create the presentation at this time.  
PowerPoint template outline for students to use:




Slide
Verbage
Images



Slide 1
· Un Voyage dans _______.
· Student-created map of region, marking 3 places they will visit (imported from Internet)



Slide 2
· Description of place and reason for going there
· Picture of place visited



Slide 3
· Location of and travel directions from 1st to 2nd visit. 

Description of place and reason for visit
· Picture of second place visited (imported from Internet)



Slide 4
· Location of and travel directions from 2nd to 3rd visit.

· Description of place and reason for going there
· Picture of third place visited (imported from Internet)



Slide 5

*This is actually the last slide of the entire presentation
· Bibliography (what resources were used, and where are the images from)



Assessment

· Group picture collage
· Group Worksheet: Partons en Voyage!
· Pictures and citations saved in group folders
· Group KidPix  map saved in group folder
Part II, lesson 4: L’Économie

Objectives:

Content:


Students will:

· identify economic resources of their assigned region.

· draw conclusions from visual representations of their assigned regions.
Content Obligatory Language Structures:

Students will be able to:

· use “On produit + noun + dans le/en + name of region” to name products originating in the region of study.

· use “Dans le/en + on peut être + name of profession” to tell about various employment opportunities in region of study.

· use words like “industries, produire, produit, produit agricole” to discuss economic resources.

· name major industries in region of study.

Content Compatible Language Structures:

Students will be able to:

· use partative to describe products and services.

· use conjunctions and other writing conventions to transpose listed information into complete, informative sentences.

Learning Strategies/Skills Development/Social:
Students will:

· navigate a website (follow links, use pop-up screens, use "back" button)

· use picture clues and context to determine meaning 

· demonstrate map-reading skills

· scan and summarize on-line and printed text

· cooperate when working with a partner or small group

· ask questions of and clarify for partner, as needed 

· further develop writing skills

Time Frame: 1 ½ hours in computer lab to gather information.  30 minutes in small group with teacher or assistant to organize information in accurate French.  1 hour to create Kidspiration web on economy.  

Materials Needed:

Student Handouts
· Worksheet for each student: Notes: l’économie (econnotes) for each student 
· Resource Page for each student: Parlons de l’Économie! (econvocab)  for each student

· Updated group folder (contains all handouts and references thus far)

Teacher/Classroom Materials
· Computers with Internet access 

· Teacher-created web site (http://www.edina.k12.mn.us/normandale/clrooms/4/regions/)

· Groliers Online Encyclopedia (http://go.grolier.com/gol)

· KidPix
· PowerPoint
· "Word wall" for new vocabulary (chosen as needed from glossary)

· Dictionaries, verb conjugation aids
· Books that visually represent regions (one example is listed below)
Description of Tasks:

· Into
Students will research major aspects of their assigned region’s economy by accessing Groliers Online Encyclopedia.  In base groups, they will note the types of economy, their respective products, and brainstorm jobs these characteristics provide.  This resource is in English, so kids will either take notes in English, use a French/English dictionary, and reference the Parlons de l’économie guide to learn the words.  
*Introduce econvocab at this time so kids have a vocabulary bank to use as they research their region’s economy.
· Through
Base groups will meet with the teacher or teaching assistant to transform their work into proper French (aspect of economy; respective products;jobs). 

· Beyond
Students will use Kidspiration to create a “graphic organizer/poster” accurately depicting (with images and labels) what they have learned about their assigned region during this activity.  The visuals will be saved and later imported into the group’s final présentation multimédia. 
Assessment

· Group Kidspiration product
· Group Worksheet: Notes: L’économie!
References and Resources:

· Leacock, Elspeth.  Travels Across America: The Midwest.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2002.
· Leacock, Elspeth.  Travels Across America: The Northeast.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2002. 
· Leacock, Elspeth.  Travels Across America: The Southeast.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2002. 
· Leacock, Elspeth.  Travels Across America: The Southwest.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2002.
· Leacock, Elspeth.  Travels Across America: The West.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2002.
Les Régions des États-Unis: Devenir Expert!
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